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	Consultation:  

Proposal to Expand Riverside School

	

	

	
	

	(
	Organisation and Management

	
	(
	Administration and Management

	
	
	(
	School Organisation

	
	

	Audience:
	See overleaf

	
	

	Action required:
	The audience is invited to respond to this consultation

	
	

	Timing:
	The deadline for responses is Friday, 6 March 2009

	
	

	Also sent to:
	See overleaf

	
	

	Type:
	Consultation

	
	

	Description:
	Bromley Council is consulting on its proposal to create a centre to meet the needs of children with autism.  The Centre would be under the management and governance of Riverside School, but housed in the Woodbrook School site on Hayne Road in Beckenham.  To accommodate this development, Riverside School would have to be expanded by 45 places (from 160 places to 205 places).

	
	

	Relates to:
	N/A

	
	

	Date Issued:
	9 February 2009

	
	

	Contact:
	Customer Services Centre, Tel:  020 8313 4088

	
	

	For reader’s use:
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	Consultation:  

Proposal to Expand Riverside School

	

	Audience:
	Parents/Carers of Pupils in all Special Schools and Phoenix Children's Resource Centre

Staff of all Special Schools and Phoenix Children's Resource Centre

Parents/Carers of Pupils in SEN Units attached to Mainstream Schools

Staff of all SEN Units attached to Mainstream Schools
Parents/Carers of Out-Borough Autistic Spectrum Pupils

All Head Teachers of Bromley Maintained Schools

Principals of Orpington, Bromley and Ravensbourne Colleges

Michael Wheeler, Principal, Bromley Adult Education College

Helen Norris, Head Teacher - Phoenix Children’s Resource Centre

Head Teacher, Kingswood Centre

Heads of Unit: Darrick Wood Primary/Secondary HIUs
All Chairs of Governors of Bromley Maintained Schools

All Independent Schools

All Bromley Council Chief Officers

Ward Members for Riverside and Woodbrook Sites

All Council Members and Co-opted Members of the Council

Secretaries of Staff Associations

Michael Purton, Principal, Bromley Youth Music Trust

Community Associations in the Area of Woodbrook School Site
Neighbouring Authorities:  (Lewisham, Greenwich, Bexley, Southwark, Lambeth, Croydon, Surrey, Kent, Sutton)

All Children & Young People Service Managers – CYPSMT and CYPMF

Andrew Downes, Chair of Bromley Schools’ Forum, c/o Coopers Technology College

Mrs Alison Regester, Chair of Early Years Development & Childcare Partnership Executive, Parklands Nursery

Nina Newell, Chair of Pre-School Learning Alliance

Rachel Archer, Chair of Children and Families Voluntary Sector Forum, JusB

Julie Fuller, Chief Executive, Community Links

Clive Uren, Chief Operating Officer, Bromley Primary Care Trust

Stephen Firn, Chief Executive, Oxleas NHS Foundation Trust

Ian Wilson, Chief Executive
Bromley Hospitals NHS Trust, Princess Royal University Hospital

Steve Price, Chief Executive, Bromley Mytime

Mrs Sarah Dowling, Non-Executive Director, Bromley Primary Care Trust
Mr Stephen Whitmore, Director of CAMHS and Learning Disability Services, Oxleas

Ms Jennie Hall, Executive Nurse Director, Bromley Hospitals NHS Trust

Mr Dave Prebble, Borough Business Manager, Metropolitan Police

Rev J Smith, Director of Education, Board of Education (Rochester), Deanery Gate

Dr D Wadman, Director of Education, Archdiocese of Southwark


	Audience (cont):
	Mr E Lynch, Bromley MENCAP

Mr R Lane, Bromley Autistic Trust

Mrs L Springett, Dyslexia Association of Bromley
Attention Deficit Hyper-Activity Disorder Support Group, c/o Mrs L Atkinson, Beckenham

Mrs B Baxter, Bromley Cerebral Palsy Group for Children

Trevor Browne, Bromley Association of People with Disabilities (BATH)
Carers Bromley

Debbie Satchell, Bromley Parent Partnership Service

Kim Neighbour, Bromley SCOPE

Yvette Connor, Bromley Family Link

Vivienne Lester, Bexley & Bromley Advocacy

Lindsay Knight, Bromley Welcare

Bromley MIND Day Centre (Beckenham)
Bromley MIND, Head Office
Elm House Surgery 

Lulu Pearce, Chair of Bromley Ethnic Communities Project, Anerley Town Hall

	Also sent to:
	Cllr Ernest Noad, Executive Member for the Children and Young People Portfolio

Cllr Robert Evans, Chairman of the CYP PDS Committee

Office of the Director of Children and Young People

Sandra Barnard (CYP)

Sally Hodgson, Customer Services, Bromley Council 

Sheila Bennett, Bromley Council 

Lee Ramsden, Marketing and Communications Officer, Bromley Council

Emma Dedier, Bromley Council

Mary Manuel, Head of Community Renewal, Bromley Council

Jenny Lewis, Reference Section, Bromley Central Library

Jim Kilgallen, Senior Lawyer (Education), Bromley Council

Philippa Stone, Committee Administrator (CYP PH), Bromley Council

Keith Pringle, Committee Administrator (CYP PDS), Bromley Council
Nicola Dawson, Manager, Children and Young People Information Services

Helen Bull, SCD Teacher, Widmore

Paul Cabb, SCD Teacher, Widmore

Dr Evelin Tseng, Bromley PCT, Phoenix Children's Resource Centre

Debbie Battista, Bromley PCT, Bassetts House

Beckenham Library
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	Consultation:  

Proposal to Expand Riverside School

	

	


I am writing to ask for your comments about a new proposal for children with special educational needs in Bromley.

Our Proposal
To create a centre to meet the needs of children with autism under the management and governance of Riverside School but housed in the Woodbrook School site on Hayne Road in Beckenham.
To expand Riverside School by 45 places from 160 places to 205 places to accommodate this development.

Our Reasons
Why we Need this Additional Provision?
In common with most Local Authorities we have seen a large increase in numbers of children being diagnosed with autism.  In five years the numbers of pre school age children with severe and complex difficulties on the autistic spectrum have doubled.

We believe that as many of our children with special educational needs as possible should be educated within our special needs provision in Bromley and currently too many children with autism are currently placed outside the borough. 

Of the current children placed out of borough mainly in independent day or boarding placements, 88 or 32% are autistic at a cost of £3,317,189.  The cost is a concern because it diverts money away from improving schools in Bromley however we are also very concerned about the long journeys some children have to get to school and the difficulty of monitoring the quality of this provision.

We have a number of units in mainstream schools which cater for children with autism however some of the units are not sufficiently well equipped and the staff not skilled to cope with the higher levels of need.  Whilst we will be improving the units we also believe that we require additional provision.

Although Riverside School currently provides good education for children with autism some parents do not state a preference for the school because the provision is not specifically for autism.

Why Riverside?
We do not think it is a sensible use of resources to set up a completely separate school for 45 children.

Riverside School already caters for a large number of children with autism and has developed a considerable level of expertise in this field.
When Rectory Paddock and Woodbrook Schools were initially amalgamated the senior management team managed both sites effectively.

The Head Teacher and Governors have expressed an interest in working with us to develop this provision into a centre of excellence for autism which will also support other schools and units in the borough.

Why the Woodbrook Site?
Although the site requires refurbishment to make it fit for purpose it is already owned by the Council.

Timescale

In order to ensure that all children with autism have a school place we intend to open the new centre with 18- 21 children from this September.  We will then gradually increase the numbers over the next 2 or 3 years.  

The timescale for consultation is as follows.

Tuesday, 20 January 2009
Children and Young peoples Portfolio Holder agrees authorisation to consult.
Tuesday, 27 January 2009
Initial consultation meeting with Riverside School Governing Body.

Friday, 6 February 2009
Consultation letter distributed.
Tuesday, 24 February 2009
Consultation meeting for parents and carers at Riverside 

At 7pm
School.
Friday 6 March 2009
Consultation ends.
March 2009
Report outcome of consultation to CYP Policy Development and Scrutiny Committee and CYP Portfolio Holder.

April 2009 
Publication of statutory notices.
June 2009 
CYP Portfolio Holder considers any objection to statutory notices.

June/July 2009
To schools adjudicator if necessary.
How you can Comment on the Proposal
Write to:

Karen Fletcher-Wright

Assistant Director Access and Inclusion

London Borough of Bromley

Civic Centre

Stockwell Close

Bromley BR1 3UH

Email Bromley Council at: woodbrook.consultation@bromley.gov.uk
Use the feedback form on Bromley Council’s website www.bromley.gov.uk, search on: Woodbrook Proposal

Fax your response to Bromley Council on: 020 8313-4049

Your comments need to be with us by 6 March 2009

I look forward to receiving your comments both positive and negative which will help us to ensure that we make the best possible provision for children with autism in Bromley.  It would be helpful if you could state clearly whether or not you support the proposal.  If you are concerned about the proposal and wish to discuss them further please do not hesitate to contact Karen Fletcher-Wright Assistant Director Access and Inclusion or Dr Viv Hinchcliffe Head Teacher of Riverside School whose contact details are at the end of this letter.
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Karen Fletcher-Wright

Assistant Director Access and Inclusion

Dr Viv Hinchcliffe
Head Teacher

Riverside School

Main Road

St Paul’s Cray

Orpington

Kent BR5 3HS

Tel:   01689 870519

Fax:  01689 898818

or
Email:  admin@riverside.bromley.sch.uk






